DISTRICT GRANTS AND 
DISTRICT REQUIREMENTS
(90 minutes)


RELEVANCE: District grants are another way to implement measurable change in our communities. Knowing your district’s requirements will help increase the impact of your club’s service.
Learning objectives
At the end of this session, participants should be able to: 
· Understand how district grants are funded
· Identify the district’s requirements for participation in grants
Before the session
· Review the speaking points, discussion questions, and possible activities in order to plan your session.
· Ask for ideas and suggestions from your regional Rotary Foundation coordinator or district stewardship subcommittee chair.
· Consider any relevant district or regional issues related to this topic and prepare to address them.
· Highlight successful activities funded by district grants.
· Decide whether to use the PowerPoint template provided and develop slides, or have a facilitated discussion. 
· Review the resources listed below.
Resources
· Club Qualification Memorandum of Understanding
· Terms and Conditions for Rotary Foundation District Grants
During the session
· Welcome the participants and introduce yourself. 
· Review the learning objectives and encourage participants to ask questions during the session. 
· Highlight these key messages for club members who want to start service projects: 
· District grants fund small-scale, short-term activities that address needs in your community and abroad.
· District grant-funded activities must be aligned with the mission of The Rotary Foundation.
· Eligible activities include:
· Humanitarian projects
· Scholarships
· Youth programs 
· Vocational training teams
· If your club is required to complete the qualification process for district grants, you need to agree to carry out the financial and stewardship requirements in the club qualification memorandum of understanding and send at least one club member to the district’s grant management seminar each year. 
· Clubs need to understand and follow local laws and any additional district qualification requirements.
· Clubs can work with other clubs to support larger projects.
· Explain your district’s grant requirements, application process and due dates, and reporting requirements.
· Use these questions to start discussions:
· What types of activities can be supported with district grants?
· What are some important projects that your club or district has supported? What impact have these projects had on their communities?
· Why is it important to be qualified to participate in Rotary grants?
· What are some ways that grants have been funded in the past?
· How does your club or district share your projects’ successes?
· Lead the activity below.
· At the end of the session:
· Answer questions from participants.
· Highlight some key resources and where to find them.
· Review the learning objectives to make sure they’ve been achieved.
· Ask participants to note one idea from the session that they’ll use.
Activity
Purpose: Identify service projects that would be funded by a district grant 
· Allow 30 minutes for this activity.
· Divide participants into groups of three or four. 
· Ask participants to:
· Review the project descriptions below. Consider if each project would qualify for a district grant. If not, why is that? 
1. The Rotary Club of X is working with another local club to sponsor a community event demonstrating and distributing water filters. The event will be held at a shopping center.
2. The Rotary Club of Y is working with the Rotary Club of G in Australia to provide toilets and hygiene education to three remote communities. The project includes a community assessment, the construction of the facilities, and training people how to maintain them.
3. Members from the Rotaract Club of Z, the Rotary Club of A, and the community packed and distributed school supplies to children at two local school districts.
· If you have time, discuss in groups which type of district grant activity (a humanitarian project, scholarship, youth program, or vocational training team) your club would likely participate in and why.
· After 20 minutes, ask each group to share with everyone which projects they believe would be considered for a district grant and why.
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