
RESOLUTION 22R-13 
 

To request the Trustees to consider designating a new area of focus devoted to the 
development of culture 

 
Proposer(s):  Rotary Club of Caltanissetta, District 2110, Italy 
 District 2032, Italy 
 
 
WHEREAS, culture is a positive public good that characterizes and distinguishes a 1 
community; not just in a static and elitist sense, but rather as a dynamic element to 2 
be passed on to future generations. Culture is a living thing. It is enriched by 3 
exchange, dialogue, and relationships and in this way contributes positively to the 4 
growth of society, and 5 
 6 
WHEREAS, culture preserves tradition, promotes diversity and inclusion, as well as 7 
acceptance of peaceful coexistence and interaction with others. It sustains tolerance 8 
among people by fostering education and knowledge and supporting creative ideas 9 
and innovative ways to interpret the past, understand the present, and plan for the 10 
future, and 11 
 12 
WHEREAS, culture also offers opportunities for socio-economic development, not 13 
only by promoting knowledge and appreciation of local customs but also by 14 
boosting national and local economies through new and diversified initiatives, and 15 
       16 
WHEREAS, at the global level, culture, science, and education are at the heart of the 17 
activities undertaken by UNESCO, which recognizes these as fundamental to human 18 
rights and freedoms. By way of example, the European Union has designated a 19 
different European Capital of Culture every year since 1985, giving a new lease on 20 
life to continental cities and allowing European citizens to experience different 21 
cultural environments that are rich in stimuli and inspiration, and 22 
 23 
WHEREAS, this new area of focus will develop new ideas and projects to promote 24 
knowledge of local historical traditions and customs, human rights, and freedom of 25 
minorities and, when implemented, will contribute to the development of a more 26 
integrated society through the realization of social and economic benefits resulting 27 
from increased inclusivity 28 
 29 
IT IS RESOLVED by Rotary International that the Board of Directors of Rotary 30 
International consider requesting the Trustees of The Rotary Foundation to 31 
consider designating a new area of focus devoted to the development of culture as 32 
well as encouraging international activities supported with club and district funds. 33 

 
(End of Text) 

 
 



PURPOSE AND EFFECT 
 
Though there is some consideration given to culture in the current areas of focus, 1 
an emphasis on specifically cultural activities and ideas will help to protect and 2 
stimulate local communities, thereby enriching relationships and dialogue among 3 
people with reciprocal knowledge towards a global dimension to promote peace. 4 
    5 
When all of these factors are taken into account, it is undeniable that the values 6 
of culture align closely with those that have been an integral part of Rotary’s 7 
worldwide focus from the very start. The implementation of culture as a new area 8 
of focus for global grants would therefore be congruent with Rotarian ideals. 9 
 
 
FINANCIAL IMPACT 
 
If implemented, this resolution would result in an increase in expenses for The 10 
Rotary Foundation.    11 
   12 
An additional area of focus would be required in order to provide global grants 13 
for activities related to culture. Annual administrative and technical expenses to 14 
support an additional area of focus are estimated at US$190,000. In the first year 15 
there would be an additional US$40,000 required for modifications to the 16 
existing grant application software.  17 
   18 
Although we are focusing on the grant processing and information technology 19 
impact, there are additional administrative impacts in other areas, such as 20 
finance and marketing.  21 
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